UT

April 1, 2011

Kak paa HaxpaHum nnaHeTtarta
JaHuen Hupenbepe u MNampucus bakepo*

Ot Bbarapua npes PymbHuAa o Hurep notpebutennte ycewaT epekta oT NOBULIABALLMTE CE LEHU HA
XpaHuTe. TyK npeanarame Tpu NpenopbKku KbM CBETOBHUTE Anaepu, pepmepute, arpobursHeca u
AOOHOPCKNUTE OpPraHn3sauunmn, KOUTO Nnoa4vYepTaBaT CnelwHaTa HyXda OT NpeoCMUNCIAHE Ha HAaCToALWNTE HU
MeTOoAM 3a cnpassHe C rnaja.

1. BmecTo ga npousBexgame noseye, HeKa
N3XBbPJIAME NO-MaAKO

ToBa e TO4HO 06PATHOTO HA NpPU3MBUTE Npes3
cnefBalumTe gecetTuneTma da ce yasou rnobanHarta
npoayKkuua. B bbarapua no gaHHW Ha EBponeicKaTa
Komucms 21.8% oT HacesNleHUETO e 3aCTpaLLeHO OT
6epHocT. M Bce nak Bcekn 6barapuH noxabasa

cpenHo no okoso 46 Kr xpaHa. CTpaHaTa pabotu 3a
HaMa/iAaBaHe Ha Te3n Yncaa. B cybcaxapcka Adpuka Hanpumep npoekTsT Purdue Improved Cowpea
Storage pa3paboTu eBTMHM TpMNAACTOBM TOPOM 3a rpax, KOMTO NpeanasBaT oT BpeauTenn. Tasm npocrta
MHOBaLMA Nnomara Ha pepmepuTe B 28 000 HaceneHn mecta B Hurep, bypkuHa ®aco, Manu u 3anagHa
AdpuKa ga ysennuat npuxogmte cm cbe 150 fonapa Ha roamHa.

2. MNoBeue dpepmepu B rpagoBeTe

[0 2050 r. 70% oT cBETOBHOTO HaceneHue e Kuee B rpagosete. OT Codus npes JloHAoH o Halipobu
rPafCKOTO 3eMefeNne e pelleHne 3a MOCTUraHe HAa CaMoA0CTaTbYHOCT B 061acTTa Ha M3xpaHBaHeTo. B
TposaH Hanpumep okono 80% oT cobCTBEHMLMTE HA IOMOBE MMAT CBOSA FPaZIMHKa, B KOATO OTrAexaaT
NnaoA0BE M 3e/1eHYYLM 33 CEMENCTBOTO cU. [PafCcKOTO 3emeaenmne ocurypasa Hag 50% ot Heobxoaumara
MM XpaHa. B KeHnA xopata oTriexaaT cnaHak, 3eae 1 A0MaTh B T. HAp. BEPTUKANHN depmu.

3. [a HacbpyaBame 3emenenne, OTTOBOPHO KbM KIMMaTA

Cnopepg OOH go 2080 r. rnagysawuTe B cBeTa e ce yBenmyat ¢ owe 600 MaH. Aywm Kato npak
pe3ynTaT oT KNMMaTUYHUTE NpomeHn. Ha ckopolwHa KoHpepeHuma B Copua 3a BAMAHMETO Ha
NPOMEHUTE B KIMMaTa BbPXY MKOHOMMKATA U CE/ICKOTO CTONAHCTBO eKcrnepTute obacHmxa, ye
3eMefe/IMeTo e Hall-ya3BUMUAT CEKTOP OT MKOHOMMKATA Ha cTpaHaTa. CpeaHOTO KONMYECTBO BasieXKM OT
AbXA B Bbarapus e Hamanano c 15%, a obuiata 3emeieNIcKa NPOAYKLMA MOKe Aa ce NOHUXKK ¢ 25% Ao



2050 r. MpaBUTENCTBOTO NPaBK CTbMNKKU 3a NoA06paABaHe Ha HanouTeAHaTa MHPPACTPYKTYpa.

B cybcaxapcka AdpuKa 75 nporpamm paboTaT No KOMMNEHCMPAHETO Ha depmMepu, KOMUTO 3acaxaaT
AbpBeTa cpen nocesute cu. B cnegsawmTe 50 roanHM No TO3M HAUMH adpUKAHCKUTE 3emeaesium moraT
Aa Hamanat ¢ 50 mapAa. TOHa BbIIEPOAHNA AUOKCUA, KOETO € PaBHO Ha BPEAHUTE EMUCUM HA LLeNUs CBAT
33 egHa roguHa. Tesm NPoCTUYKM HOBOBbBEAEHUA NOKA3BaT NOTEHLMaNa Ha 3emeae/IMeTo Aa HaMmanu
6pona Ha rnagysBalmTe, Aa NoAobpM HauMHA Ha XKUBOT M Aa CTabuansmnpa Kammara. Bpeme e ga um
oTAaAeM BHUMAHMETO M GUHAHCUMPAHETO, KOETO 3ac/yKaBar.

* laHuen HupeHbepe e dupekmop Ha npoekma Nourishing the Planet ("la HaxpaHum naaHemama") Ha
Worldwatch Institute. Mampucus bakepo e cmaxcaHmM-u3scnedosamen o npoekma. Mamepuanaom e
HanucaH cned e0Ha 200UHA Cpewu Ha asmopume ¢ chepMepu, HernpasumescmeeHu opaaHu3ayuu u
ObpPHABHU a2eHUUU 8 HAO 25 AghpUKAHCKU CMpPaHU



ENGLISH TRANSLATION:
By Danielle Nierenberg and Patricia Baquero

From Bulgaria to Romania to Niger, consumers are feeling the effects of the recent spike in food
prices. At a time when nearly 1 billion people around the world are hungry and unrest is
spreading across the Middle East and North Africa, soaring prices are raising fears of a repeat of
the 2008 food crisis.

It’s time policy-makers, funders, and donors invest in the often-ignored dimensions of
agricultural development that can help nourish people and the planet.

Through our research for the Nourishing the Planet (www.NourishingthePlanet.org) project, we
traveled to 25 countries in sub-Saharan Africa, highlighting innovative approaches that help
reduce hunger and poverty, while also protecting the environment. We met with more than 250
farmers’ groups, government agencies, and NGOs, whose efforts point to low-cost, low-tech
projects that have the potential to be replicated and scaled up around the world.

Here are three recommendations for decision-makers, farmers, agribusinesses, and donors, also
included in the recently published State of the World 2011: Innovations that Nourish the Planet
report, that highlight the urgent need to rethink our current approach to combating hunger:

Instead of Producing More, Let’s Waste Less.

Finding ways to cut down on food waste could be a better way to spend our money. This might
seem counterintuitive to the recent calls to double global production in the coming decades.

But simple fixes can go a long way.

In Bulgaria, 21.8 percent of the population is at risk of poverty, according to the European
Commission. Yet on average, each Bulgarian wastes about 46 kgs of food. Bulgaria is working
to reduce its waste and is part of the BiG-East project that promotes biogas as a form of
renewable energy and a method of waste treatment.

And in sub-Saharan Africa, the Purdue Improved Cowpea Storage (PICS) project has developed
a low-cost, triple layer bag that helps protect cowpeas from pests. This simple, low-tech
innovation is helping farmers in some 28,000 villages in Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, and across
West Africa, increase their incomes by as much as 215 Leva ($150) per year.

Plan for more farmers in cities.
According to U.N. HABITAT’s State of the World’s Cities 2010/2011 report, 70 percent of the
world’s population will live in cities by 2050. From Sofia to London to Nairobi, Kenya, urban

farming is emerging as a solution for strengthening food self-sufficiency.

In the city of Trojan, about 80 percent of homeowners have their own yards, where they are
growing fresh fruits and vegetables to feed their families. Urban agriculture plays an important


http://www.wfp.org/hunger
http://www.nourishingtheplanet.org/
http://www.worldwatch.org/sow11
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/Living_conditions_statistics
http://www.senternovem.nl/mmfiles/Bio_foodwaste_report%20Eurostat_tcm24-349424.pdf
http://www.big-east.eu/
http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/SOWC10/R7.pdf
http://www.ruaf.org/sites/default/files/Using%20Urban%20Agriculture%20for%20Sustainable%20City%20Planning%20in%20Bulgaria.pdf

role in increasing food security for these city residents, providing over 50 percent of their
household food needs.

In Kibera, one of sub-Saharan Africa’s largest slums located outside Nairobi, women farmers are
growing spinach, kale, and tomatoes in tall sacks filled with soil or what they call vertical farms.
And, Kibera farmers have also organized seed multiplication projects, where they sell seed for
indigenous vegetables to rural farmers.

Promote Climate-Conscious Agriculture.

Finding ways to strengthen food security, while reducing our negative impact on the
environment is more important than ever. According to the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, by 2080, an additional 600 million people could go hungry as a direct result of
climate change.

At a recent conference on the Influence of Climate Change on Economy and Farming in Sofia,
experts explained that agriculture is the most vulnerable sector of the Bulgarian economy.

The average amount of rainfall in the country has already diminished by 15 percent and total
agricultural production might decrease by 25 percent by 2050. But Bulgaria is taking steps to
help farmers adapt, including improving irrigation infrastructure.

And already in sub-Saharan Africa, some 75 programs are compensating farmers for planting
trees among their crops and storing carbon in their soils. Over the next 50 years, African farmers
could help sequester 50 billion tons of carbon dioxide, equivalent to eliminating an entire year of
the world’s emissions.

These simple innovations that are working in Bulgaria and elsewhere highlight agriculture’s
untapped potential for alleviating hunger, improving livelihoods, and stabilizing the climate.

It’s time we give them the attention and funding they deserve.
Danielle Nierenberg is co-project Director of the Worldwatch Institute’'s Nourishing the Planet

(www.NourishingthePlanet.org) project. Patricia Baquero is a research intern with Nourishing
the Planet.



http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=10565&LangID=E
http://bnr.bg/sites/en/Lifestyle/ScienceAndNature/Pages/1002Agriculture%E2%80%93mostvulnerablesectortoclimatechange.aspx
http://www.nourishingtheplanet.org/

